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Town/City: | Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham/Nauset 


Address: 610R Nauset Road 
Historic Name: Hopkins — St. John House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1824, ca. 1912 
Source: deeds, vital records, historic maps, censuses 
Style/Form: Colonial Revival/cross-gable block 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick & stone 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Garage, early 20" c. 
In-ground swimming pool, mid 20°" c. 
Major Alterations (with dates): 
House renovated into a summer cottage, early 20th c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 3.768 


Setting: The house is situated on a dirt lane south of 
Nauset Road in the midst of land owned by Cape Cod 
National Seashore. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling has the appearance of the summer cottage created by Guy B. St John after he 
purchased the property in 1912. A more intensive examination of physical features is needed to determine the construction 
history of the house and if and what parts of it were extant prior to the 20'" century. The majority of the foundation of the house is 
stone; however, a brick foundation under what now a wing attached to the main block of the house suggests it may be an earlier 
one-story dwelling with a half-cape plan having a three-bay facade with an off-center entrance in front of a large brick chimney. 
Based on the property history, this section may be the house built for Elkanah Hopkins Jr., who acquired the property in 1825. 
The Hopkins family occupied the house and farm for nearly 100 years, and if the wing is indeed a pre-existing dwelling, then it is 
possible that the larger, story-and-a-half gabled block at the west end was built for Hopkins’s son and namesake later in the 19" 
century. A wide cross-gable on the west side of this section likely was added later in a renovation of what had been a principal 
fagade. As it currently exists, the house does not have a formal entrance, only two doorways on the south side, one into the so- 
called original dwelling and one into a vestibule attached to the end wall of the west block. The gabled west wall contains two 
windows in each story overlooking an in-ground swimming pool. A small wing on the east end with what had been casement 
windows on three sides and small, elevated windows indicating the location of a modern kitchen is clearly and addition made 
after St. John gained possession in the early 20" century. The resulting composition makes it difficult to discern and 
distinguishing design characteristics in the building. The house is sited on a rise set back to the west from the dirt lane leading 
from Nauset Road. It is situated in a clearing surrounded by woods and the lands of National Seashore. A wood frame garage is 
located close to the road. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The origin of the house at 610 Nauset Road Rear is somewhat obscure. By 1830 it had clearly become the longtime home of 
Elkanah Hopkins Jr. (1792-1885), whose father (1758-1810) had married Temperance Snow of Eastham in 1786 and was listed 
in Eastham in the 1790 federal census. A Doane genealogy states that Elkanah Hopkins Sr. died at sea in 1810, but this 
appears to be incorrect: he and his wife were living in Orleans in 1825 when they deeded all the real estate they owned in 
Orleans, Eastham, and Brewster to the youngest of their ten children, Leonard Hopkins, born in Orleans in 1803. Thus, it seems 
unlikely that his older brother Elkanah Hopkins Jr. owned the father’s Eastham property, and no surviving deed documents as 
much. 


Alternatively, the land on which the house is located might have been the 13-acre tract Elkanah Hopkins Jr. bought in 1824 from 
Freeman Doane.' Hopkins paid $200 for the property, and the deed does not indicate the presence of buildings. It does, 
however, state that the parcel was the same “that Solomon Doane late of Eastham used and improved.” There were two men in 
Eastham who bore that name at this time, and because the estate of the younger Solomon Doane (1778-1816) was not divided 
until 1826, it seems likely to have been the property of the elder, born in 1730 and the son of Eastham’s first Solomon Doane 
(1705-89). Freeman Doane acquired property from a Solomon Doane in two deeds in 1811 and 1812.2 The first deed conveyed 
cleared land in this neighborhood; the second conveyed, for $1600, a house, a barn, and a corn barn, and land adjoining these 
buildings “enclosed in three fields” totaling twenty-six acres as well as more than thirteen more acres in two parcels and a salt 
meadow in Nauset that produced nine tons of hay. These deeds did not identify the spouse of this Solomon Doane, which 
suggests he may have been single or widowed. He was almost certainly the Solomon Doane listed in Eastham census from 
1790 to 1810, but virtually nothing else is known about him.? If he married he might have been expected to do so about 1750 
and to have built a house about that time, but no marriage record exists for him in Eastham or elsewhere in Massachusetts. 


1 Freeman Doane to Elkanah Hopkins, 13 January 1824, BCD 999041:351. 

2 Solomon Doane to Freeman Doane, 16 December 1811, BCD 999041:469; Solomon Doane to Freeman Doane, 9 March 1812, BCD 

999041:155. 

3 A contemporary Solomon Doane (1778-1816) was the son of Joshua Doane (born 1744) and Ruth Rich and the grandson of the first 

Solomon Doane (1705-89) in Eastham; he is identified in some deeds and censuses as Solomon Doane Jr., when he should have been 

Solomon Doane 2d, the more customary way of designating the younger of two men bearing the same name in the same town. He was not old 

enough to have property in 1790 and did not marry until about 1800, and judging by the range of ages recorded in early censuses the elder 

Solomon Doane was probably the man of that name listed in the 1790 and 1800 Eastham census. The estate of the younger Solomon Doane 
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In 1789, the year Solomon Doane Sr. died, his sons Solomon, Noah (1732-1820), and Joshua (born 1744) recorded an 
agreement that divided land their father had given them between them. None of the descriptions provide full accounts of the 
acreage nor document the presence of dwellings or other buildings. Certainly Solomon Doane Jr. was living on his father’s land 
by then, however: there were five persons in his household in 1790. Still, these early censuses do not permit one to determine 
the relation persons in a household. 


Elkanah Hopkins was born in Eastham and married Sarah (Sally) Mayo (1790-1877) in 1816. He is listed with four persons in his 
household in the 1820 Eastham census, but the enumeration order of that census does not indicate that he lived in this Nauset 
section. By 1830, however, he was enumerated between Randall R. Doane (440 Nauset Road, EAS.95) and James Mayo, 
identified as an abutter in the 1811 and 1812 deeds. The 1850 census lists Hopkins as a farmer with $775 in real property living 
with his wife Sarah, his married sister Lydia Hatch and her husband, shipmaster Freeman Hatch (married in 1846), and a nine- 
year-old boy from New Jersey. The Hatches lived with the Hopkinses in 1855 as well. The house appears on the 1858 Eastham 
map with no name attached, and the 1860 census lists Hopkins with $1000 in real property in a household with his wife Sarah 
and a young female domestic servant. In 1865 and 1870 the Hopkinses provided a home to mariner James Brown. 


Sarah Mayo Hopkins died in 1877, and her husband Elkanah died in 1885. Three months before his death he deeded his 
homestead to his son Elkanah Jr. (born in 1827) on the condition that he care for his father while he lived.° The younger 
Elkanah Hopkins was a carpenter and is credited with having bult the Eastham Universalist Society’s chapel on Samoset Road 
in 1889. The 1880 census shows father and son in the same household, with Elkanah Jr.’s second wife Alma Herrick, a Maine 
native whom he married in 1874; his first wife, Chatham native Sabra Doane, had died in 1873. By 1882, when Hopkins’s 
second wife died, he was living in Boston, but after his father’s death in 1885 he appears to have returned to Eastham. In 1899 
he was still working as a carpenter when he married again, to Maine native and Orleans resident Priscilla Howard Ober. The 
1900 census show the couple in this neighborhood. Priscilla Hopkins died in 1905, and by 1910 Elkanah Hopkins was alone in 
the household. 


In October 1910 Elkanah Hopkins and his married daughter Polena L. Kidder of South Boston deeded the 610R Nauset Road 
house, stable, shop, outbuildings, and land to Maria L. Cobb of Natick, who less than a year later sold it to Emeilne A. Proctor of 
Somerville. Whether Proctor occupied the property is unknown; two years later she sold it to Guy B. St. John of Roselle, New 
Jersey.’ Born in Fremont, New York, in 1886, St. John was a graduate of Pratt Institute, Columbia Teachers College, and the 
New York School of Philanthropy, and he had worked in missionary education since at least 1901. He taught and was principal 
of a school in Iliolo, Philippines, then taught English to immigrants in Seattle evening schools, and had made a study of 
education among impoverished young people in the Philippines, Japan, China, India, and Egypt when the Presbyterian church’s 
immigration department hired him to study “the immigration problem” in Manhattan in 1908. St. John ran the Department of 
Surveys and Exhibits for the Presbyterian Board of Home Missions in 1915 and was in charge of the religious exhibit at the 
Panama-Pacific Exposition in San Francisco in that year.® 


St. John petitioned the state land court to determine and register the boundaries of his parcel in 1917, and he owned it (as well 
as 440 Nauset Road, EAS.95, which he acquired in 1949) until he died in 1955. His will left the property to trustees Alice M. 
Mathewson, Jane W. Brissinger, and Guy S. Warner.? Guy St. John Warner was St. John’s nephew, son of his sister Maude, 
and he was born in llioilo in the Philippines in 1903. His mother and her husband were missionary teachers. Warner worked for 
thirty-three years as manager of foreign service for Standard Oil Company of New Jersey, and his 1996 obituary stated that he 


was inventoried in 1816 and five-sevenths of it was distributed among his five youngest children—Thankful M., Priscilla M., Rowland, Solomon 
Jr., and Sophronia—liate in 1826; the other shares appear to have been the dower share of his widow Priscilla Mayo Doane (1781-1858). 
4 Solomon Doane, Noah Doane, and Joshua Doane, agreement, 1 December 1789, BCD 999041:16. 
5 Elkanah Hopkins to Elkanah Hopkins Jr., 11 July 1885, BCD 162:403. 
§ Elkanah Hopkins, Eastham, and Polena L. Kidder, South Boston, to Maria L. Cobb, Natick, 29 October 1910, BCD 303:346; Maria L. Cobb, 
Natick, to Emeline A. Proctor, Somerville, 22 July 1911, BCD 310:496. 
7 Emeline A. Proctor, Somerville, to Guy B. St. John, Roselle NJ, 12 June 1913, BCD 325:91. 
8 “To Study Immigrants,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 16 May 1908, 3; San Francisco Call Bulletin, 13 September 1901; Sait Lake City Telegram, 28 
October 1915. 
®° Commonwealth of Massachusetts Land Court, Guy B. St. John, New York NY, 6 June 1917, Certificate of Title 303; Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Land Court, 3 December 1964, Certificate 34102. 
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had been a summer resident of Eastham since 1911.'° He died in 1995, and the property was left to his great-nieces Carol Ann 
Homberg and Martha Sue Homberg of Herndon, Virginia, who were the owners of record in 2020." 
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View from NW. 


View of garage from SE. : 
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